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2016.10.25 23:57.Chief Executive Carrie
Lam has expressed "full support" for the prodemocracy movement that has rocked
Hong Kong for more than a month,
triggering huge protests that have plunged
the city into chaos. Violence has erupted on
Hong Kong's streets since protests broke
out on June 9. Crowds have fought running
battles with riot police in several
neighbourhoods, forcing shops to close and
offices to shut their gates. Since a new
protest law was introduced on Tuesday,
students have stayed away from classes as
police arrest demonstrators and force riot
police to respond with tear gas and rubber
bullets. The authorities have taken a hard
line against the protests as they risk a
repeat of the chaos of last summer, when
the city was hit by months of unrest that
ultimately saw multiple large-scale
demonstrations. Ms Lam, the city's second
chief executive in as many months, has
been silent about the protests, but has sent
strong signals of support through her
actions. She has urged fellow party
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members to show restraint and help the
police and government implement the
legislature's amendments to the Fugitive
Offenders Ordinance. Riot police on July 2,
2019 as they clash with protesters during a
rally against a controversial extradition bill
in Hong Kong. PHOTO: AFP In a press
conference on Wednesday afternoon, she
said: "The (protest) ordinance provides a
very important tool for law enforcement to
enforce legislation under the Law Society
Ordinance. "As a matter of principle, I agree
fully with the sentiment of the chief
executive on the issue." She later said she
was fully supportive of police efforts in
"calmly and effectively" enforcing the law.
"We have to respect the rule of law," she
said. Related Story Hong Kong protests:
What you should know Related Story
Protesters, police take turns firing tear gas
Related Story Occupy Central stalls:
Multiple roads closed in Hong Kong Related
Story Over 600 charge police as activists
accuse Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam of
'authoritarianism' Ms Lam also said the
Hong Kong government would fully apply
the law and "respect the public's freedom of
speech and assembly as guaranteed by the
Basic Law". She said her conscience would
not allow her to interfere in 0cc13bf012
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